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indexed. Not illustrated. 1917 Excerpt: .the excess varying from an inconsiderable fraction to 100 per cent or
more. Six towns had a mortality from this cause lower than that of the county generally, and 4 of the towns fell
below the average maternal death rate for all causes. For the 10 towns having the highest maternal death rate
from all causes the following table shows the extent to which this excessive rate was due to puerperal fever: PER
CENT OF EXCESS OF DEATH RATE FROM PUERPERAL FEVER AND FROM OTHER COMPLICATIONS IN SPECIFIED
TOWNS OVER SIMILAR RATES FOR ENGLAND AND WALES. 6.10 4.72 4.38 4.16 3. 77 5.01 4.14 4.52 3.10 3.77 Oldham
Barnsley 2. w 2. Dl 109.9 44.7 i Below general rate. The excess in deaths from puerperal fever does not account
for the whole excess of maternal mortality in these towns; in several instances it accounts for only a small
proportion of that excess, or even, as in the case of Halifax, for none at all. Nevertheless, it is a very important
element in making up the excessive death rate found in these towns. But puerperal fever means some lack of
skill or cleanliness in the care given a woman at the time of her confinement. It is not unreasonable to suppose
that where this lack is great enough to cause the excessive death rate shown above it is also responsible for
some part of the deaths from other complications, and that under more skillful handling the death...
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