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Commemoration of Missouri s First Centennial Observance, January 8, 1918 They conceive that their numbers
entitle them to the benefits and the rank of state government. Taking the progressive increase during former
years, as a basis of the calculation, they estimate their present numbers at upwards of 40,000 souls. Tennessee,
Ohio, and the Mississippi state were admitted with smaller numbers, and the Treaty of Cession guarantees this
great privilege to your petitioners as soon as it can be granted under the principles of the Federal Constitution.
They have passed eight years in the first grade of territorial government, five in the second; they have evinced
their attachment to the honour and integrity of the Union during the late war, and they, with deference, urge
their right to become a member of the great Republic. They forbear to dilate upon the evils of the territorial
government, but will barely name, among the grievances of this condition - 1. That they have no vote in your
honorable body, and yet are subject to the indirect taxes imposed by you. 2. That the veto of the territorial
executive is absolute upon the acts of the territorial legislature. 3. That the superior court is constructed on
principles unheard of in any other system of jurisprudence, having primary cognizance of almost every
controversy, civil and criminal, and subject to correction by no other tribunal! 4. That the powers of the
territorial legislature are limited in the passage of laws of local nature, owing to the paramount authority of
Congress to legislate upon the same subject. The boundaries which they solicit for the future state,...
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