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Delivered at Dorchester On an occasion fraught with so many
interesting associations, no topick has appeared to me more
appropriate to the season, or the place, or to the assembly,
whom I am invited to address, than that, suggested by
Proverbs xvii. 6. The Glory of Children Are Their Fathers. Think
not, from the subject proposed, that I am about to enter upon
an extravagant and unqualified eulogy of our venerable
ancestors. It would be unjust to their memories to treat with
such praise those, who, with unaffected humility and
contrition, were so ready to lament their many imperfections.
Much less shall I be expected to particularize or reprobate their
foibles or their vices. A much more suitable expression of filial
piety is it, while we spread the mantle of oblivion or of charity
over their failings, as men, to propose, as worthy of careful
imitation, of everlasting remembrance, their pre-eminent
virtues, as christians. It may be proper here to premise the
glory, which is claimed for the fathers of our rising Republick....
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