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indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 Excerpt: . low plain of stony clay in the Punjab and the North-West Provinces, and
a high plateau of rich Black Earth in the Central Provinces; the former area is far enough from the sea, and the
latter is sufficiently sheltered by the Western Ghats, to have a dry climate; the irrigation facilities of the Indus
and its tributaries, and the sticky soil of the Tapti basin, guarantee sufficient moisture; there is abundance of
cheap transport by rail, river, and canal, especially since the completion of the direct line from Bombay to
Calcutta via Nagpur and Raipur; and labour is exceedingly cheap. The latter implies either a very dense
population or a very low standard of comfort; and there are both in India. The food grains are rice and millet;
and the population over the whole country averages at least 200 per square mile, compared with 50 in Russia
and only 20 in the United States. From their position with regard both to the wheat districts and to Europe via
the Suez Canal, Bombay and Karachi naturally do most of the export trade. Among the substitutes for wheaten
bread, we have already referred to rye, rice, and millet; and we may add maize, potatoes, pulses, and the
banana. The rye and potatoes can be grown on poor soils and in inclement climates, e.g. in Ireland, Russia,
especially in Finland, and North Germany, especially in Posen, Pomerania, and East Prussia; and the fact that
the potato is a...
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