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Arthur P. Hayne, of Charleston, South Carolina It is but too common to transfer to the commanding officers, all
the merit of military exploits, and to yield to the General exclusively the meed of gratitude and praise, which
belongs at least equally to the army. Every well informed man knows how much the success of the greatest
commanders has depended upon the character of their officers, and yet in our anxiety to do homage to
military glory, we usually yield all our admiration to the chief, and crown the victor with laurels, without
bestowing even a thought upon those, who have been the instruments of his renown. In every well organised
army, there is a class of officers, who constitute its chief strength; who organise, and arrange every thing, and
carry into effect the plans of the commander in chief. They are the eyes through which he sees, the ears
through which he hears, the arms by which he subdues the foe. It is the highest attribute of a great general, to
have the faculty of discerning merit, and the ability of using all the means at his disposal in the best manner for
the accomplishment of his ends. Washington possessed this rare quality in a high degree, and Jackson showed
throughout his campaigns, that he knew, both how to select, and how to use the best talents of his army, to
effect his purposes. It is equally due to this officer to add, that he never failed to acknowledge his obligations to
those of his subalterns, who contributed to his success. He did them...
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