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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.ADVERTISEMENT TO THE LAST LONDON
EDITION. The work now restored to public notice has had an extraordinary fate. At the time of its original
publication it obtained a great celebrity, which continued more than half a century. During that period few
books were more read, or more deservedly applauded. It was the delight of the learned, the solace of the
indolent, and the refuge of the uninformed. It passed through at least eight editions, by which the bookseller, as
WOOD records, got an estate; and, notwithstanding the objection sometimes opposed against it, of a quaint
style, and too great an accumulation of authorities, the fascination of its wit, fancy, and sterling sense, have
borne down all censures, and extorted praise from the first Writers in the English language. The grave
JOHNSON has praised it in the warmest terms, and the ludicrous STERNE has interwoven many parts of it into
his own popular performance. MILTON did not disdain to build two of his finest poems on it; and a host of
inferior writers have embellished their works with beauties not their own, culled from a performance which
they had not the justice even to mention. DEMOCRITUS JUNIOR TO THE READER. Gentle reader, I presume thou
wilt be very inquisitive to know what antic or personate actor this is, that so insolently intrudes upon this
common theatre, to the world s view, arrogating another man s name; whence he is, why he doth it, and what
he hath to say; although, as [7]he said, Primum si noluero, non respondebo, quis coacturus est? I am a free
man born, and may choose whether I will tell; who can...
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