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contract, what it does, what it does not do. At this point, I want to extend a warm welcome to Assistant
Secretary Nancy Victory in her first appearance before the subcommittee. We look forward to hearing from all
of you today, as we continue to work with you on this issue and others. And I yield for an opening statement to
my friend, Ranking Member Ed Markey. Mr. Markey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you for having this
hearing. Welcome, Secretary Victory, to your first hearing before our subcommittee. The proposed dot kids
domain will be a cyberspace sanctuary for content that is suitable for kids 13 and under, and will be an area
devoid of content that is harmful to such minors. The harmful-to-minors standard was the standard that many
public interest groups proposed as an antidote to the Telecommunications Act debate, while the problematic
constitutional nature of the provision in that law addressing Internet pornography. Now that harmful-to-
minors standard is obviously subject to court challenge currently, and we will have to see how the court rules in
the future. Yet I want to emphasize a number of points about the free speech issues that have been raised about
the current proposal that distinguish it from that debate. First, the proposed legislation that Mr. Shimkus has
constructed will not subject all of the Internet communications to a harmful-to-minors standard. If you are in
Tennessee or Timbuktu, you can publish or speak any content you want on the Internet. This proposal does not
affect your ability to do so. This proposal now only addresses a...
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